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is preferable from the philosophical point of view.
We should start from the concepts of general logic
as the theory of order, from concepts such as this, such,
relation, other, implication, member, arrangement, mani-
fold. We should develop the concept of Nature on
the basis of everyday knowledge, and we should try
then to discover what Reason makes of this strange
thing called "Nature," i.e. what the general logical
scheme of " Nature " might possibly be. At the end
of all would come "the facts" of empirical science
and would fit into certain places in the general
logical scheme of "Nature," or even cover the
whole.

But this kind of argument, though certainly
superior to the other philosophically, because it is
founded on the very essence of reason, is also much
more difficult, at least for all who are not trained
philosophers. All men are reasoning beings, but
they do not consciously reason. We, in fact, do not
realize what we are doing, what an enormously com-
plicated logical operation we are performing, when
we merely pronounce such an everyday phrase as
" I got a letter from my friend this morning."

This being so, I shall not adopt the descend-
ing or deductive method of discussion alone in
this course of lectures. Nor shall I pursue the
ascending or empirically inductive method quite
exclusively. To do so would detract from the
absolute intrinsic necessity, the legitimate character,
if I may say so, of the most general statements to
be reached. I shall adopt both methods, one after the
other, and let them come together. Let us, then,